
Release No. 1597.97

Mary Moore (816) 823-1260
Dann Stuart (202) 690-0474

dstuart@wdc.fsa.usda.gov

JACQUELINE BLANKS NAMED ACTING DIRECTOR OF FSA MANAGEMENT OFFICE

WASHINGTON, Oct. 22 -- Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Keith
Kelly today named Jacqueline Blanks, deputy director of the agency’s Kansas
City Commodity Office, to be acting director of the FSA’s Kansas City
Management Office effective November 2.  She succeeds Jim Ray, who is retiring
after a long career with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

“Ms. Blank’s skills exhibited in the last two years at the commodity
office and before that at the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) make
her a uniquely qualified candidate for this position,” Kelly said.  “Her
demonstrated ability to manage in times of change will be especially valuable
as we continue to streamline and move further into administrative convergence
of our support activities with our fellow field office agencies.”

Kelly said the appointment is for one year to 18 months.  “This period
was chosen to add continuity to the leadership of this office which provides
support services to our 11,000 field office employees,” Kelly said. “Ms.
Blanks will be able to concentrate on more than just short term or immediate
issues in maintaining a stable and dependable level of service.”

Ms. Blanks joined USDA in 1981 as a training specialist with the FCIC
and, five years later, became the agency’s first director of its National
Training Center.  Along the way, she had major responsibility for several
initiatives relating to the insurance programs, such as loss adjustment and
sales agent certification.

Before joining USDA, she was a personnel specialist with the Office of
Personnel Management, and worked for the Missouri State Employment Security
Commission, Internal Revenue Service and Social Security Administration.

Ms. Blanks is active in community affairs in the Kansas City area,
including volunteer work with the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Kansas City
and the Raytown South Booster Club.  She has a bachelor’s degree from Kansas
State University and a master’s degree from Emporia State University.
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